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of Spain to the Dutch. They proved ideal for the Australian
climate, and soon their acclimatization was made easier by
the discovery of the " gap " which proved that beyond the
Blue Mountains behind Sydney lay vast pastures, ideal for
sheep ranges. This possible supply of wool was discovered
Just when a great demand had arisen, for the early years of
the nineteenth century were exactly those when the indus-
trial revolution was producing machinery for the woollen
industry, and when Yorkshire manufacturers were requiring
vast supplies that the merino sheep could provide. This is
another instance of the economic law that when industry
develops, demand stimulates supply.
Wakefield, finding that the prejudice against mixing with
the term-expired convicts of New South Wales still checked
New his emigration plans, wished to start a fresh colony. He
ments succeeded in bringing about the founding of South Aus-
tralia in 1836, with its capital Adelaide, called after the wife
of William IV. Then came Victoria, called after the new
young Queen, and its capital was named Melbourne, after
her first Prime Minister. Victoria became a separate colony
in 1851, Finally Queensland in 1859, completed the eastern
group. Far away in the west the first free settlement was
made of Western Australia1 in 1829. It was, however,
terribly difficult to find sufficient labour. During some
years convicts were sent out to supply this need, and this
cheap labour, added to free Government grants of land,
made Western Australia more attractive to settlers than the
colonies where Wakefield's policy prevailed. Real expansion
came when the British Government abolished transportation
of convicts. In 1853 this was done in the eastern colonies
though it lingered on in the western areas. The bad times
which marked the " hungry forties " in England drove men
to try to find work elsewhere, and emigration really set in.
By 1850 the population of New South Wales alone had
risen to a quaiter of a million,
1 First called the Swan River Settlement,